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which put him upon the expedient of borrowing, or rather
extorting what he pleased under that pretence. Among other
artifices, he told us he had paid several sums of money to
the Sheiks of the desert for letting the caravan pass. But we
knew this to be a falsity, for there were no such persons seen
throughout the journey. But enough on this subject.
The bulk of the caravan is made up of Arabs of the desert,
who are an ignorant, brutish, low-lived set of people; which
is no wronder, considering their manner of life, and the mean-
ness of their education, in a place where they can have little
or no knowledge of the rest of the world. They have no
acquaintance with politeness or social virtue, and conse-
quently have little regard for the distinctions among mankind,
or the difference which is due from inferiors to their superiors.
There is very little difference, either in dress or behaviour,
between the lowest camel-driver and the Sheik himself. Add
to this that, they being bred in a hardy manner themselves,
and always exposed to the inclemency of the weather, they
are apt to imagine that others, though brought up never so
delicatly, are able to endure all the inconveniences which
they are exposed to as well as themselves; nor will they serve
you one jot the more or better for paying them well for what
they do. When I was at Busserah I gave my camel-man six
dollars for six skins of water, and for a camel extraordinary
to carry it, that I might always be well provided with that
necessary article; and yet when I came on the desert I was
obliged to drink out of the same skins with their [sic] own
servants, and could not have an advantage which I promised
myself, because I had paid for it, and therefore had a right
to it. The only way for those who travel this *way will be to
purchase skins of their own, and then they can have no
pretence of depriving you of your property.
When you are upon the road the Caravan Bashi makes a
signal in the morning to load the camels, and then every
one goes to work with all possible speed. However, this
business belongs to the camel-men and their assistants; so
that you yourself have not the least trouble about it. When
the Bashi judges every one to be ready, he gives the signal